The clinical laboratory in pharmaceutical development.
The clinical laboratory plays an important part in the development of new pharmaceutical agents. The nature of this role will vary depending on the stage of clinical development of the drug and the goals of a particular investigation. Therefore, it may be appropriate to conduct and interpret clinical trial laboratory tests differently from the standard methods used in routine clinical analysis. The training and background of laboratory directors are important in providing both prospective and on-site management of laboratory testing during pharmaceutical clinical trials.